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History, Current Status, and Future Prospects of
the Library at the National Hansen’s Disease
Museum

Contributions to Research and Human Rights Awareness

Akina HASEGAWA
I Abstract

This paper presents the history and collection of the library at the National Hansen’s Disease
Museum and examines its significance in human rights awareness through an analysis of usage

data and user surveys.
Chapter 1 provides an overview of the library’s development, in order to trace its origins from the

Hansen’s Disease Library at the National Sanatorium Tama Zenshoen to the present-day museum

library, and to explore the origins of its current acquisition policy.
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Chapter 2 introduces the collections that constitute the museum library today, detailing the

classification and shelving mechanisms used for each type of material.

Chapter 3 analyzes usage data—including borrowing, in-library reading, and photocopying
statistics—along with responses from a user survey conducted with 100 visitors. The findings
reveal that a significant portion of users seek materials categorized under "Category 3" (Social
Sciences), particularly those related to human rights and discrimination issues. The survey also
indicates that visitors to the museum library tend to have a strong awareness of human rights

concerns.

Based on these findings, Chapter 4 discusses the library’s potential to foster and deepen interest in

various human rights issues, including those related to Hansen’s disease.

Keywords

Hansen’s Disease Library / collection development / visitor survey / library services / human

rights awareness
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