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Poet Takeshi Muramatsu and the Issue of
Hansen’s Disease:

Focusing on His Poetry Reviews in Kégen, the Journal of the
National Hansen's Disease Sanatorium Kuriu Rakusenen

Tetsuya KIMURA
I Abstract

This paper examines the poet Takeshi Muramatsu (1924-1993), who engaged with people affected
by Hansen’s disease from outside the sanatorium system during Japan’s government-enforced
segregation policy. The study explores the practices and philosophical insights he developed in
addressing the issue of Hansen’s disease.

Muramatsu regularly visited Kuriu Rakusenen from the 1950s onward and served as the poetry
editor for the sanatorium’s journal, Kogen, from January 1965 to December 1992. This paper
focuses on an analysis of all 314 texts he contributed to Kogen, examining how his awareness of

issues surrounding Hansen'’s disease deepened over time. The findings reveal three key aspects:



1. Muramatsu expanded the significance of Hansen’s disease literature by highlighting poetry
written by residents of foreign origin and blind individuals within the sanatorium.

2. He redefined the resolution of Hansen’s disease-related issues as the "restoration of
wholeness," emphasizing that recovery is not only about the patients overcoming their
illness but also about society freeing itself from the constraints of prejudice and
discrimination.

3. He argued that Hansen’s disease literature, by staying true to the unique experiences of its
writers, achieves literary universality. At the same time, he rejected simplistic empathy or
identification, instead advocating for an awareness of the gap between writer and reader as

a foundation for mutual understanding.
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